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The Gallatin Conservation District Board of Supervisors met on December 20, 2018 at 9:00 am. Acting 

Chairman John Schutter called the 310 meeting to order at 9:05 am. Supervisors present: Jason Camp,                      

Bob Logar, Sherwin Leep, Mike Hansen, and Loren Blanksma. Absent: Doug Espelien and John Venhuizen.  

Staff present: Mary Hendrix and Katie Mumford 

Those present: Lynn Bacon-TerraQuatics LLC, Tom Henesh-Big Sky Consulting, Mike Sanctuary-Confluence 

Consulting, Dave Moser, MTFWP, Matt Johnson-RESPEC, Christopher Mahony-NRCS, Keri Bilbo-NRCS, and 

Justin Meissner-NRCS 

 
Public Comments on District 310 Permitting Business:  None 
 
310 Inspection Reports Decision 
 
 

Application Number: GD 76-18 Inspection Date: 12/11/2018 

Applicant: Matt Skoglund  

Landowner: Matt Skoglund, Skoglund Ranch LLC  

Contractor/Agent: Gary Hillman  

Perennial Stream: UT to Middle Fork of Dry Creek  

Type of Project: New water pipeline from existing well to new stock tank  

Purpose: The purpose of the project is to put a new geothermal stock tank in 

our welcome/training pasture to (1) limit our bison’s access to the 

riparian area and (2) to provide consistent water 365 days a year. 

Proposed Construction Date: Start date:  12/22/2018 Finish date:   1/15/2019 

Inspection Recommendation:  Approval as proposed 

Inspection Comments: Minimal impact to stream – boring under creek, culvert is to 

prevent infiltration into boring. Culvert will be laid without 

disturbance to bed/bank, potentially some dressing at inlet/outlet 

to prevent flanking. No fill over culvert is proposed. Good 

conservation project. 

Discussion: 

M Johnson:  This project will run a waterline under a tributary of Muddy Creek.  

J Schutter:  How deep are they going? 

M Johnson: Below floodline, 3 to 4 feet 

M Hansen moved to approve the project as proposed + a 15-day waiting period waiver, B Logar seconds,  

motion carries 

 

Decision: Approval as proposed + 15-day waiting period waiver 
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Application Number: GD 77-18 Inspection Date: 12/11/2018 

Applicant: Flanders Mill, LLC; Walter Wolf  

Landowner: City of Bozeman and Bozeman High School District 7 

Contractor/Agent: Lynn Bacon, TerraQuatics, LLC  

Perennial Stream: Maynard-Border Irrigation Ditch 

Type of Project: Ditch Bed Maintenance; Placement of Fill (in OHWM) 

Purpose: To manage rehabilitation of ditch bed.  

Proposed Construction Date: Start date:  December 21, 2018 Finish date:   5/31/2019 

Inspection Recommendation:  Approval as proposed 

Inspection Comments: Jurisdictional reach begins at drain ditch culvert outlet and north to 

Baxter (and onward). Drain ditch source is groundwater from 

north of the substation on east side of Flanders Mill Road. 

Discussion: 

L Bacon:  This is the blow-off irrigation ditch with sediment logs installed in the straight channel. We will  

remove the logs to satisfy 404 permit conditions, excavate a little bit by the hole and add hardscape.  

This will prevent the ditch bed from further erosion due to high irrigation flows. There is no time for the  

ditch to stabilize and allow vegetation regrowth during the growing season because it extends beyond  

the Bozeman growing season limits. 

M Johnson:  This is a fairly steep ditch, doesn’t have a streambed, but has features to self-stabilize. Adding  

hardscape will help. 

B Logar: Will this work? 

M Johnson: Yes. 

D Moser: The rock will be at streambed level, it’s the least intrusive method, and I have no issues with this  

project.  

S Leep moved to approve the project as proposed, J Camp seconds, motion carries 

 

Decision: Approval as proposed  

 

4. 310 Emergency Applications: None 

 

5. 310 Old Business:  

 

Application Number: GD 68-18 Inspection Date:  10/9/2018 

Applicant: Legends II at Bridger Creek HOA 

Landowner: Legends II at Bridger Creek HOA  

Contractor/Agent: Not provided  

Perennial Stream: Bridger Creek  
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Type of Project: Removal of beaver dam  

Purpose: Reduce the damage from a beaver dam causing premature flooding 

that has and is continually causing damage to the trail and 

destabilizing the creek bank. 

Proposed Construction Date: Start date:  11/30/2018 Finish date:  3/31/2019 

Inspection Recommendation: On Hold 

Inspection Comments: Hold for one month to agree on solid direction from applicant. 

 

Revised Application: 

Purpose: Repair damage to neighborhood trail system caused by flooding 

during spring 2018. Project will include: 

 1. Breaching or completely removing two beaver dams that were 

constructed in early summer 2018 that are causing over bank 

flooding along neighborhood trail system. 

 2. Repairing damaged trail segment by filling and re-vegetating 

scour hole formed during spring flooding. 

Proposed Construction Date: Start date:  2/1/2019   Finish date:  3/31/2019 

Inspection Recommendation: Approval as proposed 

Inspection Comments: Prefer handwork to machine due to access challenges to vegetation 

damage to breach dams. If those efforts are not successful, 

equipment may be used with minimal impacts while accessing. 

Watch during runoff and assess afterwards. Removal of historic 

dam not in this application. 

 

Discussion: 

M Johnson:   The city had issued a floodplain violation and the HOA is looking to address it. At this visit, 

 we looked at one of the beaver dams. This looks like a good plan. They will remove two smaller dams,  

drain that area, repair work where creek jumped out and scoured and monitor after high flow. 

M Hansen: Are the beavers on board?  

B Logar: Is this an active beaver area? 

M Johnson: Active beaver area, Legends HOA is looking at a long term beaver management plan. 

D Moser: As a first step, they will need to breach the dam before high water. 

M Hansen moved to approve the revised application as proposed + inspection comments, B Logar  

seconds, motion carries 

 

Decision: Approval as proposed, permit to include inspection comments 
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Application Number: GD 70-18 Inspection Date:  11/7/2018 

Applicant:    Robert K Shepherd 

Landowner:    Robert K Shepherd 

Contractor/Agent:   Tom Henesh, Big Sky Land Consulting, Inc. 

Perennial Stream:   West Gallatin River  

Type of Projects: Bank Stabilization/Alteration; Flood Protection 

Purpose: Protect existing usable land from being washed away and turning 

useable upper land into river bottom. Install Class III Riprap with 

geotextile fabric along east bank of West Gallatin River with trees. 

Proposed Construction Date: Start date: 11/20/2018 Finish date:  12/20/2018 

Inspection Recommendation: Approval with modifications  

Inspection Comments: Large degree of change following runoff. Skinny parcel with 

temporary cabins on low ground, river aggrading to similar 

elevation. Rock is last effort to save property. Concern over ending 

short on downstream from absentee landowner. Very deep at 

downstream end. Incorporate wood root wads/trunk matrix into 

bank treatment.  

Discussion: 

M Johnson:  Low ground, in the floodplain. The bar opposite the bank is growing higher. 

T Henesh:  The applicant purchased the 40-acre parcel 3-4 years ago. In the last year, 5-acres are gone.  

They are down to the last 1 ½-acre. 

M Hansen: Sounds like it’s turning into river bottom. 

M Johnson: This is a tough project. It’s saving an investment versus Mother Nature. The concern is not  

only the riprap, but the absentee downstream neighbors as this project plans to end on the property line.  

M Hansen:  In the meantime, it’s eating up upstream. 

D Moser:  I don’t think the riprap would work. 

M Johnson:  We recommend adding wood. Incorporate wood root wads/trunk matrix into the bank  

treatment. 

B Logar: The current design is riprap; is the owner on board with changing it to wood? 

T Henesh: Yes 

B Logar moved to place the application on hold, applicant to submit a revised application for  

consideration at the next board meeting; J Camp seconds, motion carries 

 

Decision: On Hold  
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Revised Application: 

Application Number: GD 70-18: Inspection Date:   Not re-inspected 

Purpose: Install Class III riprap with tree stump root ball mass along with 

geotextile fabric along the east bank of the West Gallatin River 

along with new trees. 

Proposed Construction Date: Start date:  1/20/2019 Finish date:  4/30/2019 

Inspection Recommendation: None 

Inspection Comments: None 

 
 Discussion: 

M Johnson: It seems that this new application has the same amount of rock. I thought we left the last 

meeting saying it should be changed to all wood, not rock. There is still the concern for the downstream 

end. The rock will flow into the stream and the downstream end already has a big scour. It would be 

really nice if that area had a mess of wood that would catch more wood. 

D Moser: I concur. A lot of wood jack strawed would be more effective. 

J Schutter: Agreement with applications?  

M Johnson: With modifications and some sort of rock toe with continuous wood to break velocity and to 

provide fish habitat. 

M Hansen: I’m nervous without specificity, even with modifications, not sure we would see what was 

previously discussed. 

M Johnson: Design lacks details, have two very different areas. It’s shallow upstream, the downstream is 

deeper and with scour. 

J Schutter: Will the trees be 80% buried? 

T Henesh: Yes 

J Schutter: What is the height of the rock? 

M Johnson: It would be tough to get a lot of wood installed below the waterline. Rock-baseflow with wood 

above. 

T Henesh: Will keep wood below high water to estimated upper 3 layers, 4 to 6 feet 

D Moser: Along the length of the bank? Is it logs? 

T Henesh: Yes 

D Moser: We shouldn’t be designing projects. 

M Hansen / M Johnson: There’s a disconnect on the drawing 

J Schutter: I was not at the last month’s meeting, but okay with the application. Applicant is looking to 

stabilize the bank. 

B Logar: Recommend putting application on hold for final details, S Leep seconds, motion carries 

Decision: On Hold  
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7. Adjournment of 310 Meeting @ 9:00 am 

 
BUSINESS MEETING 

 
Public Comments on District Business:  None 

 

Grants/Agreements/Contract Report:  None 

 

Consensus Agenda:  November minutes, B Logar moved to approve the consensus agenda with corrections,  

J Camp seconds, motion carries 

 

Accounting: (Deposit, Credit Card, Invoices) + P&L and Balance Sheet. B Logar made the motion to approve 

the financials + pay invoices; L Blanksma seconds, motion carries 

 

NRCS (12/20/2018) District Report – Christopher Mahony 

Water year (Oct) to date precipitation % of Normal 

 Gallatin:    Nov; 150% Dec; 119% 

 Madison:    Nov; 101% Dec; 80% 

 Jefferson:    Nov; 104% Dec; 84% 

 Yellowstone:    Nov; 120% Dec; 101% 

 
Programs 

 EQIP:  Certifying practices  

  Planning new applications 

  13 NWQI applications; January 30 obligation date 

  4 apps preapproved; waiting on Farm Bill 

  13 Bozeman area fund code applications; later obligation date 

 CSP;  Payments for existing contracts 

Events 

 Past; AGI; annual meeting December 5 at 6pm. (The Commons on Baxter Lane)  

 Future; Soil Health Workshop; Jan 15 at 9am (The Gathering Place; Three Forks)  

 Training; 

Other 

 New NRCS Chief; Mathew Lohr 

“I am honored and humbled to serve America’s agricultural industry in this new capacity,” Lohr said. 

“As a 5th generation farmer, I care deeply about conserving and protecting our most valuable 

agricultural resources. I look forward to the chance to lead this valuable agency and assist our 

producers nationwide with their conservation practices.” 
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Local Working Group; Targeted Conservation 

 K Bilbo discussed that statewide NRCS is making changes with a focus on conservation issues or targeted 

conservation. There is $700K in the National Water Quality Initiative with additional years funding for 

2020/2021. 

 

County Planning Board:  No report 

  

Manhattan Planning Board:  No report 

 

MACD Board: M Hansen: Attended a meeting in Helena to discuss 310 funding issues. Not necessarily a 

Gallatin County problem, but affects smaller districts. We looked at strategies and ideas at this meeting. 

 

New Business:  

Mileage: Would the Board approve paying mileage and lodging (when applicable) for Mike Hansen when he 

travels for district business? B Logar made a motion to approve paying for mileage and lodging while 

conducting district business, S Leep seconds, motion carries. 

 

Staff Report: 

M Hendrix: 

 Use of conference room for essential oils class one night a month-open to the general public. J Camp 

made a motion to approve, B Logar seconds, motion carries. 

 Updating ditch company annual permit list 

 Purchased colorimeters for Belgrade High School grant 

 Working on Statewide Administrators Training 

 Working on Montana Youth Range Camp: looking for camp cook 

 Working on Annual Breakfast Meeting; tentatively looking at The Gathering Place, March 6, 7 or 8th 

 Working on end of year bookkeeping and taxes 

 Hosted the Manhattan Christmas Stroll Craft Faire in the Conference Room. Nice turnout. 

 

K Mumford: 

 Reported on the Gallatin CD’s participation in the Christmas Stroll.  Katie and Mary decorated the 

EOC and in the office.  Katie also made holiday conservation tips ornaments and mini suet wreaths to 

hand out to those who came by the office.  She also discussed ideas for next year’s Christmas Stroll to 

have a larger presence. 

 Assisting Mary and the planning committee with SWAT planning. 

 Met with Kim, the AP Science teacher for Belgrade schools, and discuss the water quality mini-grant 

and assistance she may provide.  Kim will get Katie in contact with the curriculum coordinator with 
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Belgrade Schools after the holidays.  Katie would like to see if there is any leeway with curriculums so 

that she may teach conservation courses in the school. 

 Presented the GCD Stewardship Award Nomination surveys to the board and asked for feedback. 

 Working with Kevin Hyde, MT Climate Office, on setting up a soil moisture workshop in the fall.  

Kevin provided Katie with some funding ideas.   

 Asked for permission to attend the MWCA Conference January 8-9 and if GCD would cover 

registration, mileage, and lodging.  L Blanksma moved to allow Katie to attend the conference and 

cover registration, mileage, and lodging.  J Camp seconded that motion.  Motion passed. 

 Asked if the board had any interest in attending the Soil Health Workshop in Three Forks on January 

15th.  Mary and Katie were both interested in attending and asked the board if they would approve 

their attendance and cover their registration and mileage to the event.  Sherwin and Jason both 

expressed interest in attending.   

Well-Testing Cost-share Program: None 

Cost-share Program:  None 

   

CD Seminars/Workshops: None 

  

Correspondence and Handouts (in mailed packets): Supervisor mileage report 

 

Old Business:  None 

 

Adjournment of Meeting 

J Schutter made the motion to adjourn the meeting. The meeting adjourned at 11:42 am. The next scheduled 

board meeting will be Thursday, January 17, 2019 at 9:00 am. 

 

 

 

__________________________________________________________  __________________________________________ 

Minutes approved by     Date  


